
responding to a living script:


RESPONDING TO THEATRE THROUGH 
MOVEMENT 
The artistic team explored different ways in which we could develop a movement response to 
Recalling Mother. This included drawing direct parallels and connections to the script’s 
developmental process, as well as analysing the text itself.

Reviewing what to keep, improve, start and stopAnalyzing the script, picking out metaphors

Sharing photographs of each other’s mother Exercise: Draw your mother from memory and describe her

1. Workshopping techniques

2. Literary devices & textual elements

The artistic team adopted some of the devising techniques that Claire and Noorlinah used, 
including drawing their mothers from memory, jotting down key memories on post its and 
mahjong paper, and simply sharing stories.

In the preliminary analysis, the team picked out devices like juxtaposition and rhythm in 
the text, as well as some of their favourite moments in the text. These literary devices  
were transformed into performance in the dance response - especially with the 
juxtaposition of the two mothers in the audio narrative. The structure of the response is 
also modelled after the original script, with a three-act structure (Remembering, 
Embodying, Conversing) that begins with the two dance artists meeting to recount 
memories about their mothers, and ending with a confrontation.


